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Cyber Speak Offences  
There are offences linked to behaviour and actions online. 
You can be charged with a criminal offence from 10 years old, so it is 
important that you know the law before you make a choice to send or post 
something online. 

Read the Acts in the boxes below, each Act is a law – draw a line to link the messages to the 
correct law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Telecommunications Act 
It is an offence to use any 
device (phone, laptop, 
tablet) to send or post 
nasty, upsetting, offensive 
or degrading words. 

Public Order Act 
It is an offence to display in 
a public place any sign or 
writing which would cause 
someone to be offended, 
upset or distressed. Social 
media is classed as a 
public place. 

Protection from 
Harassment Act 
It is an offence to carry out 
any act or behaviour that 
you know would cause 
another person to feel 
threatened, upset or 
distressed. 

Post a comment 
like: “People  
who support 
Chelsea FC are 
stupid idiots” 

Send a mean message like:  
“You are fat and your family are 
weird, everyone hates you all” 

Send a threatening post like: “Everyone beat up (name) when they 
see them; no-one will care because they’re a loser” 

Send a threatening 
message like: “Next 
time I see you I’m 
going to beat you up” 

Post a comment 
like: “Everyone 
who likes 1D is 
an ugly pig” 

Send an upsetting 
email like: “No-one 
likes you and never 
will so why don’t 
you just disappear” 
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Teacher Answer Sheet 

Comment Law 

“Next time I see you I’m going to beat you up” 

 

Protection from Harassment Act 
This comment is aimed at a particular 
individual and has been sent with the sole 
purpose of making the recipient feel in fear of 
harm next time they see the sender – the 
sender knows this comment is likely to make 
the recipient feel in fear, threatened and/or 
harassed. 

“People who support Chelsea FC are stupid 
idiots” 

 

Public Order Act 
This comment is not directed at a particular 
individual but displaying it on social media is 
likely to cause offence, upset or distress to 
others who see it, in this case Chelsea FC 
fans and players. 

“Everyone beat up (name) when they see them; 
no-one will care because they’re a loser” 

 

Protection from Harassment Act 
Again, this comment is aimed at a particular 
individual; the sender knows it is likely to 
cause the recipient/named person to feel fear, 
threatened and/or harassed – in this case it 
incites fear of harm from other people too. 

“You are fat and your family are weird, 
everyone hates you all” 

 

Telecommunications Act 
This comment is personal and is intended to 
be mean and nasty to the recipient, causing 
them to feel upset, offended or 
degraded/humiliated. The sender has sent or 
posted this knowing it is unkind and escalated 
it to include others. 

“No-one likes you and never will so why don’t 
you just disappear” 

 

Telecommunications Act 
Again, this comment is personal and is 
intended to be mean and nasty to the 
recipient, causing them to feel upset, offended 
or degraded/humiliated. The sender has sent 
or posted this knowing it is unkind and 
escalated it to include others. 

“Everyone who likes 1D is an ugly pig”. 

 

Public Order Act 
This comment is not directed at a particular 
individual but displaying it on social media is 
likely to cause offence, upset or distress to 
others who see it, in this case 1 Direction fans. 

 


